SPEECH BY THE AUDITOR GENERAL OF BRUNEI DARUSSALAM 

AS VICE CHAIRMAN OF ASEANSAI
ON PROGRESS OF ASEANSAI ACTIVITIES 
DURING THE 46TH ASOSAI GOVERNING BOARD MEETING
Manila, The Republic of the Philippines, February 19-20, 2013
His Excellency, Mr. Vinod Rai, Chairman of the Asian Organization of Supreme Audit Institutions (ASOSAI), 
His Excellency, Mr. Kun YANG, Secretary General of the ASOSAI,

Her Excellency, Maria Gracia M. Pulido Tan, Chairperson of the Commission on Audit of the Republic of the Philippines as host of the 46th ASOSAI Governing Board Meeting,
Their Excellencies, Auditor Generals and members of the ASOSAI Governing Board,
Distinguished ladies and gentlemen,

Assalamu ’alaikum warahmatullahi wabarakatuh,
Good afternoon, 

It is an honor for me to be here today to present a speech before the ASOSAI Governing Board about the progress activities of ASEANSAI. I am here to represent ASEANSAI on behalf of Mr. Hadi Poernomo, Chairman of the Audit Board of the Republic of Indonesia and Chairman of ASEANSAI, who is unable to attend this prominent event. 

As the Vice Chairman of the ASEANSAI, please allow me to deliver to you the progress of the ASEANSAI activities up to now.  
Your Excellencies, members of ASOSAI Governing Board,
As you might be aware, the ASEANSAI was established in Bali, Indonesia on November 16, 2011. Ten SAIs of ASEAN member countries signed an agreement to establish ASEANSAI with the objective to build capacity and promote cooperation and understanding among the Members of ASEANSAI through the exchange and sharing of knowledge and experiences.

I am pleased to share with you that all members of ASEANSAI have been playing very active roles in conducting the activities of ASEANSAI ever since its establishment. Up to now, ASEANSAI has achieved significant accomplishments, which are milestones towards further development of ASEANSAI. 
Your Excellencies, members of ASOSAI Governing Board,
As a new organization, ASEANSAI needs to build its organization foundation in order to function. In view of this, right after the declaration of ASEANSAI, four Committees were established: the Strategic Plan Committee, the Rules and Procedures Committee, the Knowledge Sharing Committee and the Training Committee. All activities of ASEANSAI are supported by the Secretariat of ASEANSAI.
To give an account of the on-going progress of the four Committees and the Secretariat, the Strategic Plan Committee led by the State Audit of Vietnam has formulated the draft ASEANSAI 2014-2017 Strategic Plan. The Strategic Plan will be endorsed in the next ASEANSAI Assembly meeting to be held in Brunei Darussalam in November 2013.
The Rules and Procedures Committee led by the Auditor-General’s Office of Singapore has developed a set of rules and procedures which fosters the governance and financial management of ASEANSAI. The final set of rules and procedures will also be endorsed in Brunei Darussalam in November 2013.

The Knowledge Sharing Committee led by the National Audit Department of Malaysia has held parallel seminars on Financial Management Accountability Index and Non-Revenue Water Audit in Penang, Malaysia, on September 2012. The most recent knowledge sharing activity conducted by the Knowledge Sharing Committee was the ASEANSAI Symposium on Good Governance in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam, on November 2012. 
The Training Committee led by the Commission on Audit of the Republic of the Phillippines has conducted a training needs assessment of all Members of ASEANSAI. Based on the result of the needs assessment, the Training Committee developed a training plan for 2012-2015. 

The first training program for ASEANSAI members was the ASEANSAI Workshop on Quality Assurance in Financial Audit (QAFA) held in Yogyakarta, Indonesia in December 2012. It was the prior training topic most chosen by ASEANSAI Members. The training used the ASOSAI-IDI Handbook on Quality Assurance in Financial Auditing. 

Your Excellencies, members of ASOSAI Governing Board,
The ASEANSAI Secretariat managed by the Audit Board of the Republic of Indonesia has also been actively supporting the ASEANSAI activities in its operations as well as building relationships with relevant stakeholders and exploring potential cooperations with donor organizations and other international organizations. Building relationships with other organizations is important to support capacity development of ASEANSAI Members.
The ASEANSAI Secretariat also manages the ASEANSAI website, the ASEANSAI newsletters and members’ annual contributions. Through the website and newsletter, the members can share and learn about what goes on in other ASEANSAI Member countries. 

The ASEANSAI Secretariat has also approached the ASEAN Secretariat to facilitate the legal process for ASEANSAI to be an “Associated Entity of the ASEAN”. This is so that ASEANSAI can be included in the ASEAN Charter. 
Your Excellencies, members of ASOSAI Governing Board,
ASEANSAI was established to build the capacity of its members with the desire to safeguard a stable ASEAN Community. It is not a standard setting body. It does not create new standards or guidelines. Therefore, its activities are very much in line with INTOSAI and ASOSAI as one of the regional working groups of INTOSAI. 
Hopefully, as members of ASEANSAI who are also members of ASOSAI, we can cooperate in a manner that can be discussed together. 
Before I end my speech, on behalf of ASEANSAI, I would like to reiterate our commitment to the close cooperation with ASOSAI. I believe that with a similar concern on accelerating the good governance, we can work side by side to enhance our capacity as supreme audit institutions. 

My highest appreciation for giving me this precious opportunity to present to you the achievements that we have made in the ASEANSAI. Thank you for your kind attention and have a good afternoon.
Wassalamu’alaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh. 

Auditor General of Jabatan Audit Brunei Darussalam and

The Vice Chairman of ASEANSAI
Pengiran Haji Abdul Rahman bin Pengiran Haji Mat Salleh
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