
 

 

The State Audit 
Organization of Lao 
PDR (SAO Lao PDR) 
hosted the IDI-
ASEANSAI Financial 
Audit Workshop held 
in Vientiane, on 3 – 8 
December 2018. The 
workshop, which consolidates the 
LTAPII graduates as mentors, aimed to 
train participants in conducting an ISSAI 
based financial audit. 

Attended by 36 participants from 8 
member SAIs and IDI, the workshop was 
officially opened by the Vice President of 
SAO Lao PDR, Mr. Bounpone 
VANNACHIT. In his speech, Mr. 
Bounpone expressed  his gratitude to IDI 
for supporting the ASEANSAI capacity 
development and he hoped this 
workshop gave significant benefits to 
member SAIs in conducting ISSAI based 
financial audit  

Furthermore, on Tuesday, 4 December 
2018, participants had an opportunity to 
have a courtesy call with the President of 
SAO Lao PDR, Her Excellency Viengthong 

SIPHANDONE. On the 
next day, they also had 
courtesy call to His 
Excellency, the Vice 
President of National 
Assembly, Mr. Bounpone 
Bouthtanavong. 

The five days workshop 
which  combined various method of 
learning such as lecture, group activities, 
discussion and exercises with the basic 
topics related to financial audit, planning, 
execution, reporting, and also an 
overview of Quality Assurance at 
engagement level.  It is expected that 
after attending this workshop, 
participants will apply the methodology 
learned to the financial audit conducted 
in their respective SAIs.  
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Note from the Head of SECRETARIAT 
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SAIs CONTACTS 

That Luang, or the Great Stupa, in Vienti-
ane is a national symbol (its image is on 
Laos’ official seal) and also the most sa-
cred monument in the country. From the 
outside That Luang looks more like a for-
tress surrounded by high walls and it fea-
tures two temples with the main stupa, 
the top of which is covered with gold leaf, 
standing 148 feet tall. The beautiful archi-
tecture is in Lao style, influenced by Bud-
dhist beliefs – these include finely-gilded, 
red-lacquer doors, pointed lesser stupas, 
many Buddha images and beautiful flow-
er and animal images. 
Locals say that it was originally built as 
early as the third century to house a 
breastbone of the Lord Buddha brought 
to Laos by an Indian missionary. Howev-
er, the current structure was built by King 
Setthathirat in 1566 on the site of a 13th 
century Khmer ruin. He named Vientiane 
the capital after Luang Prabang in the mid
-sixteenth century. An elegantly crafted 
statue of him stands in front of the main 
entrance to That Luang. That Luang was 
greatly damaged by the Burmese, Chinese 
and Siamese during invasions in the 18th 
and 19th centuries then was basically left 
alone until French colonial times. Resto-
ration work was completed in 1900 by 
the French and for a second time in 1930, 
again with the help of the French. Every 
November when the Boun That Luang 
Festival is held in Vientiane, a large crowd 

of followers and tourists come to town 
from all over Laos and neighbouring 
countries. The festival is considered the 
most important Buddhist celebration in 
Laos with many activities going on for 
three days and three nights. The main 
event is always held at That Luang and 
thousands of people come to pay respect 
to the stupa and to enjoy the colourful 
event that includes parades, live music 
and religious ceremonies.  

 
Sources: http://www.visit-laos.com  
 

 

 

The Audit Board of the Republic of Indo-
nesia (BPK) hosted the first ASEANSAI 
Annual Meeting on Monitoring and Eval-
uation in Jakarta from 4 to 7 December 
2018. The meeting, officially opened by 
Prof. Bahrullah Akbar, Vice Chairman of 
BPK, was attended by 20 participants 
from Executive Committee, Knowledge 
Sharing Committee, Training Committee, 
Strategic Planning Committee and Secre-
tariat.   
In his speech, Vice Chairman of BPK em-
phasized that as an emerging organiza-
tion, ASEANSAI needs to continuously 
strengthen the management of the or-
ganization to reach good organizational 
governance. Its activities reflected at the 
work plan as cascaded from the Strategic 
Plan, needs to be monitored and evaluat-
ed to ensure its alignment and achieve-
ment within the ASEANSAI goals. In or-
der to support the process, Monitoring 
and Evaluation is crucial.  
Furthermore, he explained that the mon-
itoring and evaluation system works on 
a basis of data collection from activities 
implemented by ASEANSAI Committees 
which is then used to assess efficiency 
and effectiveness of the execution of the 
Plan. It is expected that this system be-
comes an effective tool for the commit-

tees to measure the achievements along 
with identification of possible shortcom-
ings in the Committee’s activities.  
The State Audit Office of Vietnam (SAV) 
as Chair of ASEANSAI Strategic Planning 
Committee (SPC) led the meeting and 
produced a collective effort to come to 
draw strategies to adapt the design of 
ASEANSAI’s Work Plan for the following 
years. The meeting also provided inputs 
for the Annual Result Report 2018, pro-
posal to revise the Key Performance In-
dicator (KPI) of some Strategic Objec-
tives and adjustment of the Committee 
Work Plan in 2019.  
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Dear Colleagues, 

It is my great pleasure to provide you the fourth edition 
of ASEANSAI Newsletter in 2018. 
 
In this last edition of 2018, we would like to highlight the 
ASEANSAI events and contributions from its members, IDI
-ASEANSAI Financial Audit Workshop, Lao-Thai-German 
Trilateral Cooperation on ISSAI Implementation, Course 
Design and Development Workshop (CDDW) on 
Financial Audit and ASEANSAI Repots at The 52nd ASOSAI 
GB and 14th ASOSAI Assembly. 
 
For the uniqueness column, we post the That Luang, or 
the Great Stupa, the most sacred monument in 
Vientiane, Lao PDR.  
 
Allow me to take this opportunity to thank for ASEANSAI 
members support and contribution for the successful 
accomplishment of all ASEANSAI activities in 2018. I hope 
that we can improve our activities and be ready for the 
next challenges in 2019. We would like to inform you that 
the support from German Government through GIZ since 
2013 will be ended in April 2019. Other development 
partners, World Bank which has been supported 
ASEANSAI since 2016 in the area of ISSAI implementation 
and resulted pool of ISSAI facilitators, also ended in 2018. 
Currently, ASEANSAI Secretariat is on communication 
with European Union (EU) to find new partnership in 2019.  
 
To start the year 2019 and to set up inter-agency 
collaboration with entities associated with ASEAN, we 
will organize ASEANSAI – ASEAN – AIPA joint seminar 
“Laying the foundation for future cooperation in 
promoting accountability and transparency in ASEAN”. 
We believe that this joint event will be a foundation for 
the three parties to build connectivity among them and 
lead to promote the achievement of ASEAN Vision 2025. 
 
Last but not least, the Secretariat encourages 
submissions of articles, special reports, news and other 
materials related to the ASEANSAI and member’s 
activities. Please share and submit the articles and other 
useful materials to the ASEANSAI Secretariat at 
aseansai@bpk.go.id. 
 
Enjoy reading! 
 
 
Warm Regards,  
 
Bahtiar Arif 

NOTE FROM THE HEAD OF SECRETARIAT 

The State Audit Office of the Kingdom of 
Thailand and The State Audit Organiza-
tion of Lao PDR worked together for the 
“Support to Financial Audit for the State 
Audit Organization of Lao PDR” project. 
This project aiming to strengthen the ca-
pacities on financial audit of auditors in 
Lao with the support from Thailand Inter-
national Cooperation Agency (TICA) and 
the German Government was run from 
January 2017 – June 2018.  
The programme aimed to strengthening 
the following areas: 
1) the skills of trainers in SAI Lao to de-
velop and deliver training courses on fi-
nancial audit, using facilitation skills;  
2) the skills of SAI Lao’ junior financial 
auditors to conduct audits in accordance 
with the International Standards of Su-
preme Audit Institutions (ISSAI), and 
3) the skills of the training institute staff 
in successful planning and organizing 
trainings. 
Various activities were conducted includ-
ing conducting needs assessment, assis-
tance from SAI Thailand to SAI Lao to de-
sign and develop training modules, con-
ducting training of trainers, delivering 
trainings to junior auditors of SAI Lao and 
secondment of SAI Lao staff at the Human 
Resources and Development of SAI Thai-
land. All of these activities were conduct-
ed to promote the increase of the efficien-
cy and effectiveness of the financial audit 
performance of SAI Lao to meet ISSAI 
standards.  
A final Project Steering Committee meet-
ing was conducted at the SAI Lao’ office in 
Vientiane, Lao on 5 September 2018. The 

event was attended by all involved part-
ners including SAI Lao, SAI Thailand, TI-
CA, the German Support to ASEAN Su-
preme Audit Institutions (ASEANSAI) 
project, implemented by GIZ, as well as 
representatives from the European Un-
ion, the national assembly and ministries 
of Lao. Representatives of the ASEANSAI 
Training Committee and Knowledge Shar-
ing Committee were also present. 
During the meeting, Thai experts and par-
ticipating auditors from SAI Lao ex-
changed experience they gained during 
17 months of their journey in the project. 
The key findings and recommendations of 
a final project evaluation mission were 
also presented. To enhance the sustaina-
bility of the project outputs in SAI Lao, as 
well as for future action and replication of 
similar peer-to-peer approaches within 
ASEANSAI, participants also delivered 
some recommendations and suggestions 
upon the projects. It is expected that in 
the future, such approach of cooperation 
will be implemented more in ASEANSAI 
to gather broader improvement of audit 
capacity at the region.  
The story about the partnership between 
SAI Lao and SAI Thailand on improving 
auditing skills through peer-to-peer 
learning in ASEANSAI has also been docu-
mented and published in a storybook.  It 
can be accessed through the link  
www.aseansai.org/2018/10/31/a-story-
from-thailand-and-lao-improving-
auditing-skills-through-cooperation-in-
asean-supreme-audit-institutions-
aseansai.  
 

 

H.E. Dr. Mrs. Viengthong 
SIPHANDONE, ASEANSAI 
Chairperson and President 
of The State Audit 
Organization of Lao PDR 
delivered a report on 
ASEANSAI Activities in 
2017 at the 52nd ASOSAI Governing 
Board Meeting and 14th ASOSAI 
Assembly held from 19-22 September 
2018 in Hanoi, Vietnam.  
The report emphasized the highlight 
activities conducted in 2017 in the area 
of (1) training and knowledge sharing (2) 
ASEANSAI’s meetings (3) communication 
and cooperation, and (4) publications of 
ASEANSAI, which covers the 
accomplishment of LTAPII and 18 
ASEANSAI ISSAI certified facilitators; the 
handover of the ASEANSAI Chairmanship 
from National Audit Authority Kingdom 
of Cambodia to Sate Audit Office of Lao 
PDR at the 4th Summit in 2017, relations 
with ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary 
Assembly (AIPA), IDI, Swedish National 
Audit Office and other international 
development partners.  
At the meeting, Chairperson of ASEANSAI 
admitted that ASEANSAI achievements 
are attributable to active participation 
and contributions from all members 
together with strong support from 
ASEANSAI’s development partners. She 
also expressed her honour and sincere 
gratitude for the invitation from ASOSAI 
to present the report at the important 
meeting and also conveyed her 
appreciation to SAI Vietnam as the host 
SAI for their hospitality and excellent 
arrangement of the meeting.  

 ASEANSAI Reports at The 
52nd ASOSAI GB and 14th 

ASOSAI Assembly 

A Synthesis of Diverse Expertise:  

CDDW on Financial Audit 

By: Abigael Jamille P. Julao, SAI Philippines 

 Lao-Thai-German Trilateral  
Cooperation on ISSAI Implementation 

The Commission on Audit (SAI Philip-
pines), the ASEANSAI Training Commit-
tee Chair, hosted the Course Design and 
Development Workshop (CDDW) on Fi-
nancial Audit on 8-17 October 2018, in 
cooperation with the subject matter ex-
perts (SMEs) from the Swedish National 
Audit Office (SAI Sweden).  Conducted 
under the banner of Sustainability Pro-
gramme for the Long-Term ASEANSAI 
Programme on ISSAI Implementation 
(LTAPII), the CDDW engaged the partici-
pation of six ASEANSAI-certified ISSAI 
facilitators from SAIs Cambodia, Indone-
sia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Thailand and Phil-
ippines.  The CDDW was not only aimed 
at maximizing the use of the learnings 
gained from the LTAPII by the facilitators 
but also at sustaining and improving their 
knowledge on financial audit. 
Covering three topics on financial audit, 
namely, risk assessment, materiality, and 
risk response, the eight-day CDDW 
sought to design and develop courseware 
on the said topics with the support of re-
source persons (RPs) from SAI Philip-
pines and SMEs from SAI Sweden.  These 
three topics were prioritized among the 
identified eight topics relative to financial 
audit considering that member SAIs of 
ASEANSAI have the most capacity build-
ing needs in these areas. 
The courseware consists of the session-at
-a-glance (SAAG), instructor’s guide (IG), 
participants’ notes, PowerPoint slides, 
exercises, solutions to the exercises, and 
handouts.  Throughout the CDDW, the 

course designers were taught how to de-
velop each of these courseware compo-
nents by means of lectures and discus-
sions which were immediately followed 
by application on the development of an 
actual courseware.   
The SMEs from SAI Sweden, namely, Ms. 
Karin Holmerin, Charlotte Ehrengen, and 
Mikaela Lundgren, provided short lec-
tures on identified important points re-
lating to risk assessment, materiality, and 
risk response.  The RPs from SAI Philip-
pines, on the other hand, facilitated the 
lectures on courseware components.  The 
RPs and SMEs provided valued inputs as 
the course designers were in the process 
of developing the courseware until their 
presentation of the courseware to the 
plenary. 
The output of the CDDW—the complete 
set of courseware—was intended to be 
used and delivered in the Workshop on 
Financial Audit involving participants 
from member SAIs of ASEANSAI.  With 
the help of the State Audit Organization 
(SAI Lao PDR), the said workshop was 
made possible on November 20-23, 2018.  
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